
For the better Regulation of the Office of Sheriffs 
of Counties in Ireland. 



[Nole. — The Words luid Figures printed in Italics are proposed to 
be inserted in the Committee.] 



(lE 111 Cl; 3 & it is expedient to provide for the better Regu- 
lation of the Office, and of the Fees and Emoluments, of 
Sheriffs of Counties in Ireland, and also for the more speedy and 
effectual execution of certain duties of such Sheriffs ; 3 BCE it tDErcforc 
5 (Enacted, by The QUEEN’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with 
the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and'Temporal, and 
Commons, in this i^rescnt Parliament assembled, and by the Authority 
of the same, TtlAT from and after the 

in the place and stead of the oath of office prescribed by an Act made 
1 0 in the Parliament of Ireland in the twelfth year of the reign of his late 
Majesty King George the First, intituled, “ An Act for the better 
Regulating the Office of Sheriffs, and ascertaining their Fees, and the 
Fees for suing out their Patents and passmg theh Accounts,” and by 
an Act of the Parliament of Ireland, passed in the twenty-fifth year 
15 of the reign of King George the Third, for amending the said Act, or 
by any other Act or Acts in force regulating or relating to the office 
of Sheriffs of counties in Ireland, the High Sheriff of each county iu 
Ireland shall, previously to his entering upon the duties of his office, 
take and subscribe the Oath following ; (that is to say) 



PreamLlo: 
Esjiiiilinit to 
regulate the 
Office of She- 
riffs in 
Ireland. 



Onth of Office 
to be taken 



Counties in 
Ireland. 

Sec Irish 
Acts 

12 G.l.c. 4. 
8 . 3S. 

26 G.3. C. 8 S. 



20 “ I, A. B., do swear, That I will well and truly serve the Queen’s 

Majesty in the office of Sheriff of the county of 
and in all acts by me to be performed in dischai'ge of the duties 
of my office I will have due regard to the rights and interests 
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of Her Majesty, so far as legally I may ; Tlmt I will, to the 
best of my skill and knowledge, truly presciwc the Queen’s 
rights, and all tliat belongeth to the Crown ; 'l‘'hat I will not 
respite or delay to levy the Queen’s debts, for any gift, 
promise, reward or favour ; I will do light, as well to poor as 5 
rich, in all tilings belonging to my office ; I will do no wrong 
to any man, for any gift, reward or promise, and I will not 
lor favour, hatred or malice, disturb any man’s right; That I 
will truly and faithfully acquit at the Kxchc(|ncr all those of 
whom I shall receive any debts or duties belonging to tlie 10 
Crown ; I will not receive or take by any ctolour, means or 
device whatsoever, or consent to, or connive at, the taking of 
any manner of fee or reward of any person or persons, for tlie 
impannelling or returning of any inquest jury or tales, in any 
court of record, for the Queen, or between party and party, 15 
except such fees as are or shall be allowed and appointed for 
the same by the laws and statutes of this realm, but will, 
according to my power, truly and impartially with convenient 
speed impannel all jurors, and return all and eveiy such writ 
or writs touching the same as shall belong to the duty of my 20 
office to do ; I will, according to the best of my skill and 
judgment, execute, or cause to be executed, all executions, 
writs, processes, orders or warrants, which shall hereafter 
come into my hands to be lodged in my office, and make or 
cause to be made speedy, and to tlie best of my knowledge 25 
and judgment, true and proper returns to such of them as 
may he by law returnable to the courts from whence they 
respectively issue ; I will talcc, or cause to bo taken, all 
inquisitions fairly and openly, giving such notice as the law 
requires, and will duly return such inquisitions ; I will not 30 
omit or delay or decline doing any pai-t of the duty of my 
office, by reason of any reward or gratuity, or promise or 
expectation of any reward or gratuity ;’I will not take, receive 
or demand any fee, reward or gratuity whatsoever, but such 
as I am or sliall he entitled to receive by the laws and statutes 35 
of tliis realm ; And I further swear, That I have not sold or 
let to farm, nor contracted for, nor have I granted or promised 
for or in consideration of any reward or benefit, paid or given, 
or to be paid or given, either to myself or any other person 
with my privity ; nor will I sell or let to farm, or contract for 40 
or grant, for or in consideration of any such reward or benefit 
as aforesaid, by myself or any other person for me, or for 
my use directly or indirectly, my bailiwick, or any office 
belonging thereto ; I will truly and diligently execute the laws, 
and statutes of this realm, and in all things well and truly 

behave 
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behave myscU'iii my oflicc, uud cUscJmrgc the same according 
to the best of my skill and power. 

“ So lielx> me GOD.” 

And be it Enacted, Tiiat no person shall act as Under Sheriff for 
5 or in rniy county in Ireland, without a deputation under the hand SJsfnuS 
and seal of the Higli Sheriff of such county ; and th[it in place and StISS™ 
stead of the oath prescribed to he taken hy such Under Sheriff by 
the said Acts Tna<lc in the twelfth year of the reign of King George 
die First, and in tlic twenty-fifth year of King George the Third, or 
le any other Act or Acts in force, every such Under Sheriff, previously 
to his entering ujiou the duties of Ids office, shall take and subscribe 
the Oatli lierclnafter set forth ; and if any jierson shall act as Under 
Sheriff of any coimly in Ireland without such deputation as afoi-esaid, 
or before he shall Juivc taken such oath as hereinafter set forth, every 
15 person so offending shall forfeit for each and every act done by him 
as such Under Stieriff, the sum of the 

same to be recovered by action of debt (in -wlncli no wager of law 
shall he allowed), or hy an action on the case, at the suit of any person 
who will sue for the same in any of Her Majesty’s sii[)crior courts of 
20 record in Dublin, and shall he for ever disqualified from acting as 
Under Sheriff in any county in Ireland. 



And be it Fnacdcd, That the Oath to he taken by every such Under 
Sheriff shall bo in the words following : 

“ I, A. B. do swear. That I will well and ti'uly serve the 
25 Queen’s Majesty in the office of Under Sheriff of the county 

of and in all acts to be by me perfoirmed 

in discliargc of tiie duties of my office I will have due regard 
to the rights and interests of Her Majesty, so far as legally 
I may ; I will to the best of my skill and knowledge preseiwe 
30 the Queen’s rigiits and all that belongs to tlie Crown ; I 

will not res})ito or delay to levy the Queen’s debts, or the 
debt of any of Her subjects, for any gift, promise, reward 
or favour ; 1 will disturb no man’s right, and will truly and 
faithfully acquit at the lilxc:lie{j[uoj' all those of whom 1 shall 
35 receive any debts, duties or sums of mojiey belonging to 

the Crown ; I will, take nothing wherel)y the Queen may 
lose, or whereby Her right may he disturbed, injured or 
delayed; I bavc not bought, purchased or taken to farm, 
or contracted for, nor have I promised or given any consi- 
40 deration, nor will I buy, purchase or take to farm, or contract 

for or promise or give any consideration whatever, by myself 
or any other person, directly or indirectly, to any pei-son or per- 
sons whatsoever, for the office of Under Sheriff or the county 
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which I £1111 now to 
enter upon and enjoy, nor for the profits of the same 
or any part of such profits, nor for any ofKcc or place 
belonging thereunto ; nor have I entered into any contract 
or agreement, either expressly mentioned or understood ^ 
with any person whatsoever, for shai’ing or dividing with 
any person, or permitting any person to participate in the 
fees, advantages or emoluments of the said oflice ; I have 
not sold or contracted for, or let to farm, nor have I granted 
or promised, nor will I grant for reward or benefit, by lo 
myself or any other person for me or for my use, directly 
or indirectly, in any degree or to any extent whatsoever, any 
place or office belonging to my said office ; I will execute tlie 
said office in person, and all tlie fees and penpiisitcs, benefits 
and advantages, of what nature and kind soever, belonging 15 
to the said office, shall be taken to my own use, benefit and 
advantage ; I will, whilst I continue in the said office, execute 
according to the best of my skill and judgment all writs, 
processes, orders and warrants which shall come to my 
hands, or be lodged in the SlierifTs office, and make speedy 20 
and to the best of my judgment true, proper and faithful 
returns to such of them as shall he by law returnable into any 
court ; and I will not forbear, ])ostpone or delay the execution 
or return of any writ or process which shall come to my 
hands, or be lodged in the Sheriff’s office, for any gratuity, 25 
reward or other consideration whatsoever ; I will take or 
cause to be taken all inquisitions fairly and openly, giving 
such notice as the law requires to such persons as are 
or may be parties to such suits, or their attornies, aud I will 
duly return such inquisitions ; I will impannel and return all 30 
jurors and tales jurors without pai’tiality or favour, and not 
at the instance, nomination, suggestion or direction of any of 
the parties concerned, or any person on behalf of any of 
them, hut wiO to the best of my ability do equal right to all 
parties ; and I will not remit or delay or decline doing any 35 
part of the duty of my office, by reason of any reward or 
gratuity, or promise or expectation of any reward or gratuity, 
or other benefit or advantage ; I will not take, receive or 
demand, or knowingly permit or suffer any person in my 
office to take, receive or demand any fee whatsoever, but 40 
such as may be legally demanded and received ; and if it 
shall come to my laiowledge that any fee or other gratuity, 
or reward, other than such fees as may legally be demanded, 
shall have been taken, demanded, received, or agreed or 
stipulated for by any clei'k or other person employed or 
concerned in or about the said office, I will forthwith dismiss 

such 
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such person iVom my said ottice; I will not, chiring the time 
I shall be in ofHce as Under Sheriff of the said county 
of hi any manner act as land agent to. any 

person or persons, or as an attorney or solicitor, either in my 
5 own name or that ol any other pei’sou or persons, or have 

any partncrsliip with any person so acting, or derive any 
emoluments from cari’ying on of any such' agency or any busi- 
ness of an attorney or solicitor. 

“ So help me GOD.” 

10 And be it Enacted, Tiiat the said oaths respectively slmllbe 
adminis-tcred to every sitcli .Sheriff’ and Under Sheriff by the Barons 
of Her Majesty’s Court of Kxclu'{|uer in Ireland, or by the Judges of 
the Court of Queen’s Bench or t^ommon Pleas, or one of them, or by 
any person duly a\itliori/.ed to take alliduvits for any of said Courts. 

!5 And be it further Enacted, That so much of an Act passed in the 
Parliament ol Ireland in the first year of tlio reign of King GisouoiUlie 
Second, iutitulerl, “ An Act for regulating the Admission of Barri.stcrs- 
at-Law, Six Clo ks and Attornc3's, and ol' all other Persons, into 
Offices and Etn])!oytncrits, and for preventing I’apists practising as 
20 Solicitors, and for further strengthening the Protostant Interest in 
tliis Kingdom,” as provides that no person shall he capable of acting 
as Sub-Shcritf or Slmrift's’ Clerk, who shall not have been a Protestant 
for five ycai's immediately before such his acting, according to the 
intent and meaning of the said Act, shall he Repealed ; and that so 
25 much and such parts of an Act ])asscd in the Parliament of Ireland 
in the eleventh j'^ear of the reign of Queen Annr, intituled, “An 
Act for exi)laining and amending several Statutes for prohibiting 
Under Sheriff’s and Sheriffs’ Clerks from officiating as Sub-Sheriffs or 
Sheriff’s’ Clerks more than One year,” and of the several Acts tbereiu 
30 recited or referred io ; and also so inucb of an Act ])asscd in the 
Parliament of li'cland in tlio twenty-ninth year of tlie reign of King 
Georgis the Second, for sup])lying the defects of the said Act passed 
in the eleventh year of tlie reign of Queen Anne, as in any way 
relates to such Under Sheriff’s, Sheriffs’ Clerks or County Clerks in 
35 any county in Ireland, shall be and tlic same are hereby Repealed. 

And be it Enacted, Tlnit in some one Assize Town in every county 
in Ireland an office shall be provided at the exx>ense of such county, 
to be defrayed by presentments, in like manner as other grand jury 
presentments ; and at such officcj daily attendance shall be given by 
40 the Sheriff’ of such county or his Under Sheriff’, or by a clerk or clerks 
authorized by such ShcrilF, from the hour of Ten of tlie clock in the 
forenoon until the hour of Four of the clock in the afternoon of every 
day, except Christinas-day, Good Friday and Sundays, for the purpose 
2 u . A 3 of 
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shall be 
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8 . 

Parties in 
Writs may 
liavo Copies of 
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of dispatcliing the business pertaining to the office of such Sheriff- 
and in case any Sheriff shall omit or neglect to give or cause to be 
given as aforesaid such daily attendance during the liours herein 
prescribed, such Sheriff, on proof thereof made by affidavit or other 
legal evidence, on summary application by motion by any person to 
any of Her Majesty’s superior courts of record in Dublin, shall and ^ 
may by such court be fined, according to the discretion of such court, 
ill any sum not exceeding 



And be it Enacted, That every Sheriff and Under Sheriff shall 
keep a book in which shall be entered and specified the names of ,o 
all the parties, plaintiffs and defendants, the nature of the writ, the 
court from which the same shall have issued, the teste and return 
thereof, die amount for which such wi it shall be marked {if the suit 
shall be for money), the day and hour when such writ was received 
by or lodged with such Sheriff or his Under Sheriff', or in his office, 15 
the time and mode of the execution of such writ, and if not executed,' 
the reason of the non-execution thereof, the return made thereon,' 
and the particulars and total amount oi fees received on such 
writ ; and that within Four Days after the first sitting day of every 
term, every Sheriff shall cause a copy, subscribed liy liimacir. of all 20 
enti-ies in such hook or books, coutuiuiug such particulars as licrein 
stated, respecting all writs received by such Slicriil' or his Under 
Sheriff, or in his office, which shall have been rctuniablo between the 
first sitting day of the next preceding term and the first sitting day of 
the then term, with an affidavit made by such Sheriff or Under Sheriff 25 
at the foot of or annexed to such copy, verifying tlic same and the 
truth of all the entries tlicrcin contained (which affidavit sliall he 
sworn before any commissioner or other officer authorized to take 
affidavits by any of the superior courts of record in Dublin), to he 
deposited in the oflioe of the I’l othonotary of Her Majesty's Court of 30 
Queen’s Bench in Ireland ; and in case any Sheriff or Under Sheriff 
shall omit or neglect to keep such book or to make thoreiii ail or any 
of tire entries hereby directed, or to deposit sueb copies of tbe entries 
therein, so verified as aforesaid, in the office of the said Prothonotary 
at the times or in the manner hereby prescribed, or shall knowingly 35 
insert or make in such book any false entry or statement of any 
matter or thing hereby required to be inserted therein, such Sheriff 
or Under Sheriff, on proof thereof made, shall, on a summary appli- 
cation by motion to any of Her Majesty’s superior courts of record 
in Dublin, be liable to be fined by such court, at the discretion of 40 
such court, in any sum not exceeding 

And be it Enacted, That the returns which shall he so made to the 
Prothonotary of tlie said Court of Queen’s Bench shnll be kept among 
tho records of the said court ; and that any party in any writ, or tlie 

attorney 
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attorney of any party in any writ shall, npon request in writing signed 
by such party or h is attorney and upon payment of a fee of Tmo ShiU 
lings and Sixpence, to bo applied towards defraying the official expenses, 
be furnished by the proper officer with a copy, certified by such officer 
5 to be a true copy of the entry in such return relating to any writ, but 
such retrun shall not be left 0))eu to public inspection in the said 
office. 



And be it Enacted, That if the Sheriff of any county in Ireland, or 
his Under Sheriff, shall upon any writ for the levying of money, 

10 make a return of goods in hand to the full amount of the sum 
marked at tlie foot of tlio writ or process so returned, then such 
Sheriff or Under Sheriff shall, within Four Days fx rule bein" Iwy, 

entered for that purpose, and served on the returning officer, or at 
the public office of such Shcrilf, file an affidavit in the court out of iS.'"*” 
15 which such writ shall issue, stating the reason why no sale has been 

made of such goods ; and in case any such Sheriff or Under Sheriff If u> lt» Hum 
shall on any such writ make a return of goods in hand to an amount 
less than the sum marked at the foot of the writ or process, 
then such Sheriff or Under Sheriff' .shall return a Schedule or Invon- 
20 tory of the goods seized, stating the aiiprdised value thereof, for 
which goods the Sheriff shall be responsible; and such Sheriff or 
Under Sheriff shall, it required, by rule in maimer aforesaid, in like 
manner file an aflidavit, in which he shall refer to and verify such 
Schedule or Inventory, and shall further state, that no other goods 
25 of the dcfemlaut’s against whom such writ or process shall have been 
issued, beyond those so seized and specified in such Schedule or 
Inventory, were to bo found in his bailiwick, to his knowledge or 
belief, and the reason why no sale has been made of the goods so 
seized and specified ; ami in default of such Slieriff or Under Sheriff shcrilf mate 
30 making and filing any such affidavit as aforesaid, or if any such 
affidavit shall in any case not ajipoar to the court out of which such 
'vrit shall issue to he satisfactory, such Sheriff' shall and may, at the 
discretion of such court, be charged with and become liable to pay 
the full amount of the sum for which such execution issued, in like 
35 Wtinner as if sncli siuus had been duly levied. 



And be it liimctcd, That in any case where any Sheriff shall return wiiei She- 
npon any writ of lieri facias that he iuis levied goods to an amount 
less than the simi marked on the foot of such writ, the plaintiff or 
plaintiffs in such writ may tulcc out anotlier writ of fieri facias directed 
40 to any coroner of the county, for the sum which shall remain due WrUmay 
after apx>lying tlie sum so levied to the discharge of the debt for 
which such writ shall have issued ; and the coroner to whom such 
second writ shall be directed shall execute the same in like manner 
as the Slieriff ought to have done if such second writ had been 
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directed to him, and shall be entitled to the same fees as the 
Sheriir. 

And be it Enacted, That in all cases where any goods shall be 
seized under execution by any Sheriff or Under Sheriff of any county 
in Ireland, public notice shall be forthwith given of the sale of such s 
goods by such Sheriff or Under Sheriff, by advertisement stating the 
time and place of holding the sale of such goods ; and the day to be 
named in such advertisement for holding such sale shall be some 
day not sooner than the Sixth clear day after the day of the seizure 
of the goods so advertised to be sold. 

r, AND whereas the duties discharged by Under Sheriffs in Ireland 
have considerably increased in number and importance, and the fees 
payable to such Under Sheriffs in civil cases are no longer an ade- 
quate compensation for the trouble and skill recpiired for a due 
performance of such duties ; BE it therefore Enacted, that from and 15 
after the passing 0/ this Act it shall be lawful for the grand juries of 
the several counties in Ireland, and for the term grand jury of the 
county of Dublin, at each and every assizes or presenting term 
respectively, to present, and such grand juries are hereby required 
to present, to be raised and levied in and upon such counties 20 
respectively, the sum of to he paid to the Under 

Sheriff of such county; which said sum shall bo levied and raised in 
like manner as other monies authorized by law to be levied off such 
county, and shall he paid to such Under Sheriff' in lieu of any salary 
to which such Under Sheriff may be by law entitled. 25 

Provided always, and he it Enacted, That no sum which shall be 

, presented as the salary of the Under Sheriff of any county shall he 
paid or payable until it shall appear by certificate from the clerk of 
the Crowm for such comity that no traverse has been entered thereto, 
or that such traverse or traverses, if entered, has or have been 30 
disposed of in such a manner as not to disqualify such Under Sheriff 
from receiving such salary under the provisions hereinafter contained; 
and It shall and may be lawful for any person or persons to traverse 
any such presentment at the assizes at which the same shall be made, 
or at .or previous to the assizes next following, or if in Dublin at the 35 
eim or at or previous to the presenting term next following that 
in which such presentments shall he made, on the ground of any 
misconduct or breach or neglect of duty of such Under Sheriff, such 
person or persons giving to such Under Sheriff days 

previous notice of his or their intention so to traverse such present- 40 

en , an stating in 'such notice the instance or instances of alleged 
misconduct, or breach or neglect of duty upon which such person or 
pei-scns intends or intend to found such traverse, and also ontoring 

into 
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into security l>y ivcoi'iii/iinc- liHbiv any Jiislicc or Jiisliivs of tlu; 
Peace, in the sum ol IHuinds, aiul . 7 /™ sureties 

in eacli, coiHlitioniMi l(i pay tlic costs atcemUint 

ii2>on siw^ii traverse or traverses, ll ilio sumo s]m!( be Ibiuul ai^aiiist 
5 such person or pei-sons ; and all sueli recognizaiK-es sliaJl he returned 
by such Justice or Justices to the clerk of the Crown at tlie next 
assizes lor the county, or at 1 he next presenting- term, as tlie case 
may l)o. 

And ho it .l^nacte(l, 1 'hnt where any such traverse sliall he entered 
10 pursuant to sucii notice at any assizes oi- presentijig term, it shall he 
lawlui for (he Judj^o of assize, or Her Majesty’s Court of Queen’s 
Bencli, as the ease may I)e, to order and dii'cct such traverse to bo 
tried and iiKiuirod of l>y a jury of the county in which such traveree 
shall take place; or it shall l)e lawful for such Judj^c of assize or 
15 court, if applied to for that purpose by tlu( party or parlies traversing, 
to order ami direcl such Iraveise to he tried in any otiicr county 
whicli Kueli Judge or court shall think proper ; and in eitlicr case, 
every sudi traverse may he tried upon llie entry of tiie presentment 
ill the Crown hool<, and llu^ traverse taken llieroto, witliout making 
20 up any record, so as smdi (miry tie siinicicnt in substance, altlmugii it 
may he dofeetivc in form. 

And Ik; il I'huicled, 'I'iial if upon the trial of any .such ti'aversc it 
sliall he found by the jm-y tliat siudi Cndcr Siici'ilf shidl have been 
guilty ol the iniscMHiduct or Iire-ub or m^glecl of duty upon tlie ground 
25 of wiiieh sm;li Iravi rse shall he made, and Uie eoiirl; or Judge before 
whom sucli trial shall he had sliall in opim comi, heforc. the same is 
adjourned, (^erlily under his or their hand or hands thaJ he or they is 
or are satislied with the vtn'dici given upon such ti-avci‘sc, the money 
so presented shall not he. paid over lo such Under Shoidfl', hut tlie 
30 whole, or so much tliorcoi’ as tiu; Judge or court heforc -vvlioia such 
trial .sliall he had siiall think reasonable, sliall he jmui to the person 
or permrns traversing such presentimmt ; and sueli [lart of such sum 
as shall not he paid to such traverser oj- Iraviu'sers, shall be applied 
by tIu! treasurer of the county, for the use and purposes of sueli 
3,5 county ; and immediately after such trial shall he had, the clerk of 
tlie Crown for tlie eounly wlun-ein such travcj’se sliall. be tried, simll 
transmit to the treasurer of the county wherein such ])rescntmcnt 
shall be made, a certilicate under ins hand of sucli verdict, and of 
the order of the Judge oj- court made tlieroon, which certificate shall 
40 he sulHeieiit authority for smb treasurer; and such treasurer is 
hereby directed and rc(|uircd to ?u;t in the premises according to such 
order. 

And he it Ihiacted, Tiiat where .sucii verdict shall be in favour ot 
such traverser hy reason of any wiliid or corrupt breach of duty, 
i2ii. B the 
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not vetimiiiig 
of Write de- 
livcivd to the 
Slierilh or his 
Under Sheriff; 
or in his 
Office. 



Making Time 
absolute. 



llcmittul of 
Fines. 



On noslcct of 
returning of 
Writs within 
days 
iiffer entry of 
fine, .Slua-iff 
shall bo Uiible 



tbe Under Sheritf against whom aucli verdict .shall be given shall 
forieit tlie sum so presented for him as aforesaid. 

And be it JCiuicted, Tliat in case more than one .sueli ti-uversc sliall 
be entered at any assizes or presenting term, tlie person wlio shall 
lirst give notice to such Under Sheriff of his Intejition to enter such 5 
traverse shall be first entitled, by virtue of his traverse, to such 
portion of the sum presented for such Under Sherirt' as may be 
awarded to tlie traverser or travcrsci-s in [nirsuanee of Ibis Act; and 
if any traverse shall be Ibiind for such Under Sheriff, no other 
traverse under this Act shall be allowed or received, excc[)t for ffoinc lo 
misconduct, or breach or neglect of duty, ditlcrcut I'rom that whereon 
the traverse so found for such Under Siierili' shall liavo been founded; 
and in such case such Under Sheriff, unless the court shall otherwise 
direct, shall recover from such traverser or traversers all such costs 
and exxienses as he shall be put to by reason ol' such traverse; and 15 
the recognizance which shall have been entered into hy such tra- 
verser or traversers shall stand a security for the same, and shall 
and may be put in suit witli the a])prol)ation of the Jiidge before 
whom such traverse shall he tried for tlie recovery of such costs and 
ex^ienses. 



And be it linacted, That in case any .Shcriif or Umli'r Sheritf of 
any county in Ireland shall refuse or omit or neglect to cause any 
writ or other retuniablu jirocess which sliall have been received by 
him or in his office, with a return thereon, to bo filed in the jiroxier 
office of the court to or in whicli such writ or process sliall have been 2> 
returnable, a conditional fine shall and may, on tlie a[iplication of 
the plaintitf in such writ or process, he entered against such Sheriff 
or Under Sheriff in the proiier office of the court in or to which 
such ivrit was made rctnmahle, upon productum of an affidavit of 
the delivery of sucIi writ to such Sheriff, Under Slieril); or any clerk 30 
in such Sheriff s office, or upon jiroductiou to the jirojicr officer of a 
certified cojiy ot the entry axuiearing thereof in the Sliei'iff’s book, 
or the return hereinbefore directed to be made into the office of the, 
Prothonotary of the Court of Queen’s Bench, in like, manner as a 
conditional fine is or may be at jiresent entered ; and such coiidi- 35 
tional fine may be made absolute on an affiilavit ol’ the jicrsonal 
delivery of such writ to a Sheriff or Under Slicrifi’; and such fine, 
if made absolute, shall not be remitted or altered, unless by order of 
such court upon a special axijfiication made by such Sheriff' or Under 
Sheriff, or by consent ol the party causing such absolute line to be 40 
entered ; and in case any such Sheriff' or Under Sheriff shall, not- 
withstanding the entry of such absolute fine, omit, refuse or neglect 
to cause any such writ or process to be so filed with a return thereon, 
days after the entry of such absolute line, 
such 
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such Sheriff or Under Sheriff shuU he furlher liuUe to the party wlio to „f 
shall have caused aiitd. writ to he delivered to such Sheriff or Under 
Sheriff, or into his ollieo, in the lull sum for wliich such writ shall 1"”;'“' 
have heon marked, with interest lor the same at the rate of Six ’ 

J Pounds for every On<i hundred rounds by the year, from the period of 
such fine being made absolute until aueh money shall be paid; and 
such sum, with the ijitercst thereof at the rate aforesaid, shall and 'w Motion 01, 
may be recovered by action ol' debt or on the case, or by summary iSSft’.r 
application to the court from which such writ shall have issued, at the I!“ e.2 
10 option of the party aggrieved, with the full costs of such suit or suits 
or othoi- proceeding as shall be instituted or laltcu for the recovery 
of tlie same. 



And be it Enacted, 'I'hat if any Sheriff or Under Shcrilfof any 
county in Ireland, or any clerk or otbei' jiunson employed or acting 
15 in tlie ollicc of siicli Slicriif or Under .Sherill', or- Ida reln'rning offieci” 
or any bailiff or otlier person authorized nr oinjiloyed hy such Sheriff 
or under Shei-iffto eiteeule any wril or process, alirdl in any manner 
dhectiy or iudireeily, inform or apprize any person o,- persons, being 
a defendant or deieiidants mimeii in sueh writ or process, or agaiusi 
2U whom or against whose goods or properly reni or personal such writ 
or process shall have heeii issued, that sueh rvi-it or proee,as has lieen 
issued or has heen delivei ed to or lodged with or in the ollicc of such 
Sherill or Undei- Sheriff, or Ims lieen delivered for execution thereof 
by such Sheriff' or Under Slieril!', or is aliont to ho exeeuted, or sliali 
25 give or cause or |imeiiie to lie given to any .such defendant or 
defendants any notice, intimation or iiilbriiiatimi whatsoever, wliercliy 
such defendant or defeiidaiils or otlier person aff'eded or to he affeeteil 
by tlic execution of sueh writ or process maybe or may he likely to 
be enabled or prepared I0 lesist, evade, elude, counteract, or in any 
30 way dcleat nr delay the iliie or lull e.veeution of such writ or process 
according tii the cxigeiiey thereof, every pereoa so offending shall ho 
liable to forfeit a sum uol exceeding s„ch iwnalty to 

he imposed by tlic court in or to wliieh siicIi writ or jirocess shall bo 
retamable, cm siiumuu-y aiiplicaliim to sueh court by motion on behalf 
35 of the party or partios grieved, ami the decision of sueh court with 
respect to such tine shall he liiial and conclusive lo all intents and 
puiposes , ami in case any Under .Slteriir, or any person in his employ, 

S > be guilty ol such offence, tlie same shall ho a good cause for 
presentment for the salary or allowance of such Under 
40 bhenffiu manner directed by tins Act. 



^And be it .Enacted, 'I’liat in case of any sale under any execution 
“Samst goods, it shall and may be lawful for the Sheriff or Under 
eri by whom such goods sliall have been seized, or the bailiff' of 

1 hetifl or Under Sheriff', lo act as auctioneer at such sale : 
2n . 

Provided 



i(). 

I'eniiUy oil 
Sliorill^ &Tf. 
KivinH' iiotioi' 
onVrilH, 
to DoCfi,- 
•Imitw. 



Fiiio not 

t'Xfci'ilijig 

ti> 

lie iin^)o.=i(!il 
liy tho (Joui't, 
on 

of llii! I’lirty 
K'fievcnl. 



20 . 

Goods miiy 
be sold inidoi' 
oxocntion liy 

Siici-irs 

Bailiff; 
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OT by ii 
licensed 
Auctioneer, 
if required !)y 
Puiiitiff or 
Defciiduiit. 



5l. 

Slierift's l''<‘cs, 
on Cnpiiis iid 
satLjf.teioii- 
dum slujl be 
jwiiil by [■‘laiu- 
tiff, on dis- 
cbargc of 
Defendant. 



Hecoverubie 
Ifoni PlaintiB', 
by Oi-dev of 
Com-t, to be 
enforced by 
Attuclimcnt. 



22 . 

Returns of 
Rescue shall 
be veiifiod by 
Affitlavit of 
Sheriff, &c. 
and he shall 
not be entitled 
to any Fees 
thei-eon. 
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Provided nevertheless, Tiiat no Sheriff, Under Sheriff or bailiff, so 
acting, s h a ll be thereby authorized or entitled to demand, receive or 
charge any fees for so acting, nor shall be thereby liable to any 
penalty for not being licensed to carry on the trade or business of an 
auctioneer : And provided also, That either party, plaintiff or 5 
plaintiffs, or defendant or defendants, in such execution, shall be at 
liberty, if he or they shall so desire, to have such goods sold by a 
licensed auctioneer under the direction or control of such Sheriff or 
Under Sherilf, such party or parlies paying or depositing with such 
Slieritf or Under Sheriff’, at the time of making such requisition, the 10 
poundage or fees of such licensed auctioneer, out of his or their own 
proper money, without any expense to the opposite piu’ty or parties 
in such execution. 

And be it Enacted, That whenever it shall happen tliat, under or 
by virtue of any writ of capias ad satisfaciendum, any defendant or 15 
defendants shall have been arrested mid lodged in the county gaol or 
other lawful place of custody, or that alter such lUTcst such defendant 
or defendants shall be dischai’ged in conseciucnce of having paid or 
compromised with the plaintiff' or plaintills in such writ, and the 
lawful poundage or fees of the Sheriff' or Under Sheriff’ shall not have 20 
been paid by such defendant or defendants according to law, then 
and in such case, if upon demand made by such Sheriff or Under 
Sheriff, or any person on his behalf authorized, upon the plaintiff or 
plaintiff’s, for payment of the poundage or fee by law jiayablc by such 
defendant or defendants upon or in respect of such writ, such plaintiff 25 
or plaintiffs shall refuse or neglect to pay such poundage or fee to 
such Sheriff or Under Sheriff, it shall and may be lawful for such 
Sheriff or Under Sheriff', upon summary application by motion made 
in the cause in which such writ shall have issued, to tlie court out of 
which such writ shall have issued, to recover fsom such plaintiff or 30 
plaintiffs the amount of such poundage or other legal fees, together 
with the costs of such application, by an order of sucli coru’t, such 
order to be enforced by attachment. 

And be it Enacted, That in all cases in which any Sheriff’ or Under 
Sheriff shall return a rescue to any writ affecting the person of a 35 
defendant, and to which a return of rescue may lawfully be made, 
such Sheriff’ or Under Sheriff shall make an affidavit verifying such 
return, and stating the circumstances of such rescue, and the person 
or persons, if known, by whom such rescue was effected, and that 
such rescue was made without any collusion between such Sheriff or 40 
Under Sheriff and the defendant so retunied as rescued, and to the 
best of his belief without any collusion between bis bailiff and such 
defendant; and whenever any return of rescue shall be made, tlie 
Sheriff’ or Under Sheriff shall not be entitled to, nor shall receive any, 

fees 
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fees or emoluments as ibr the execution of the writ in which such 
return shall be made. 

23. 

And be it Enacted, That in all cases in which any distress shall he incasi-H of 

. seccmtl Dis- 

made and a Sheriff s replevin shall issue to restore tlie possession of tress oftcr 
the goods or chattels so distrained, and in which a second distress 
^ shall have been made of the same goods for the same demand, the 
Sheriff’ or Under Sheriff" of the county within which such second 
disti-ess shall he made shall he at liberty to grant a warrant, which 
shall have the force and effect of a writ of re-caption to all intents 
10 and purposes, and so totics quoties as often as the same goods shall 
be distrained for the same demand. 

24. 

And be it Enacted, That no Slicrift" or Under Slicriff" of any county siipviflov 

. - UikIpv Sliorin 

in Ireland shall, during the time he shall continue to act us such hIuiII not a 
Sheriff’ or Under Slicriif, in any manner act as land-agent for any ovAttwm^ov 
person or persons whomsoever, nor shall act or practise as an attorney S"!**-'!*'**'- 
of any court or as a solicitor, either in his own name or that of any 
other person, nor shall have any partnership with any person so 
acting or practising, nor shall derive any emolument, benefit or 
advantage from the carrying on of any such agency, or the business 
20 of an attorney or solicitor, on pain of forfeiting for every siieh offence 
the sum of to be recovered by information in any 

of Her Majesty’s superior courts of record in Dublin, by and in the 
name of Her Majesty’s Attorney or Solicitor General ; such penalty 
to be paid to Her Majesty, Her heirs and successors. 

.^ 5 - 

25 AND whereas by an Act passed in the Parliament of Ireland in 

the tenth year of the reign of King Ciiaiiles the First, intituled, Shmirsmay 

■' • t 1 . l)u lai<l ill 

“ An Act for ease in pleading against troublesome and contentious tiic inopev 
Suits prosecuted against Sheriffs, Justices of Peace, Mayors, Con- 
stables and certain other Officers, for the lawful Execution of their 
30 Offices,” it is enacted, that if any action, bill, plaint or suit upon the 
case, trespass, battery or false imprisonment, shall be brought after 
the time therein mentioned, against any Sheriff", for or concerning 
any matter, cause or thing therein specified, the said action, bill, 
plaint or suit shall he laid within tiie county where the trespass or 
35 fact shall be done and committed, and not elsewhere ; BE it Enacted, 

That any person bringing an action against any Sheriff or Under 
Sheriff of any county or county of a city or town in Ireland, for or in 
respect of any act, neglect, omission, matter or thing relating to the 
office of such Sheriff or Under Sheriff, shall be at liberty to lay the 
40 venue in such action either in the county in which the alleged injury 
or fact shall have been done or committed, or in any next adjoining 
county, at his option, and not otherwise ; any thing in the said in 
part recited Act to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding. 

211, c 2 And 
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IiiilLiisUioiiK 
bliall liut 111: 
jf!tuj'ncc3 liy 

aiua'iflswitii- 

out Vcreliet 
ol'u Jury. 



27. 

FpMofShoriJF 
iitiil Ilixlcr 
aiuirilf Mliall 
Ijc taken no- 
conliiig to 
Table lui- 
ncxed, in 
lieu of all 
oUiojs. 



28. 

Fi'm sliflll ?)C- 
long to the 
Shcrifl’, "wlio 
sliall thci-cout 
proviflo for 
tlio execution 
of Ilia oflicc. 



And be it Enacted, Tlmt no Uiulcv Siicrifl’ of any county 

in Ireland, shall vctnrn, or (‘ausc or (aocurc to I)c returned, any inqui 
sitioii upon any writ retitiiriiig- such inijiiisitioii, without hrst iinpannel 
ling and swcaiiag a jury for tiio pur[H)se of taldng such iiiqnisitiou • 
and that in case any siicli Slierilf or lliuler Shorilf shall return -ui 
inquisition upon any such writ without having the previous autho 
rity of the verdict of a jtiry iinpannelled anil .sworn for that puiposc 
such Sheriff or Under Sheriff’, for every sudi inquisition so returned 
without tlie verdict of a jury, shall l)c subjeid to a penaltv of 
to be recovered on a suimnary ajipliiuition, l)y way of motion, to the 
court out of which such writ sliaH have issued, and tlio orderof such 
court shall be enforced by attachment. 



5 



10 



And be it Juiactcd, Tliat in lieu of all Fees and (iratuities Iicreto- 
forc demiuideJ, taken or hceepted in (he ollicc of Slieri/f or Under 
Sheriff' in the several counties in Jjeiand, by any pej-son or persons 
cmxjloyed in discharging the duties of (hat ollice, or any of them 
the Fees speeiffed in the Table annexed to lids Act slmll he esta- 
blished, and be deemed ami taken as the iawfid i’cen and emuJuments 
for the dischai-gc of the several duties tlicreiii speeilied ; ami tlmt if 
any further or greater or additional fee, gratuity, emolument or other 
consideration, for any of the services therein .specilied, Khali he 
demanded, taken or received, or agreed to he tiilum Iiy any ^Sheriff' 
or Under Sheriff’, or liy any jierson helmigiug to or einilloyed in the 
office of Sheriff’ or. Under Sherilf of any county in Iiolamt, such 
peison sliaU forfeit for each and every such offiaice the sum -j-j 
find shall also be disabled ami disijualiffed from 
ever acting in any office under Her Majesty, IJer heirs or successors; 
and any person or persons knowingly paying, promising or offering 
any further greater or additional fee, gratuity or cinolmmait, or otliei- 
consideration, to any Sheriff’ or Under Shcriil’, or any oilier person 30 
belonging to or employed in his office, for any of tlic sei'viecs therein 
specified, or on account of any matter coniieeleil tlicrowith, shall bo 
subject to a penalty of foi- 

offence, to be recovered by action of dchl, bill, plaint or information 
in any of Her Majesty’s courts of record in DuliJin, with coats of suit, 35 
by any person or pei'sous who shall sue for the .satne. 



Provided always, and be it Enacted, That all the Fees so established 
and specified m tlie said Table amic.xed to tiiis Act, shall he ami he 
considered the Fees of tiie Sheriff alone in each county, who .shall 
out of the jiroduce of sueli fees make provision ](,r payment of llie 40 
several persons employed to e.Kocute the duties of his office, ami for 
the disbursements ami expenses necessajy for the due execution 



AnJ 
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And be it Ennctcd. That a fair and lcgil,le Tabic of the Fees and Tath 
Emoluments so established shall ho at all times exposed in some 
conspicuous part of the olhec of the Slieriff of each county : and that 01"“’" 
on proof made on summary apjdication to any of Her Majesty’s 
5 superior eourts of record, of any neglect or omission of such exposure, 
the Sheriff or Under Shcrilfso neglecting shall for each such omission 
be liable to a penalty of to he imposed by order 

of such coui’t. 



And be it Enacted, Tliat if any person shall wilfully swear falsely remity of 
10 in any of the affidavits licreinbcfoio directed to he made and tidten, fSlraSig. 
such person shall be deemed guilty of Perjury, and shall be subject 
to the pains and pcmiltics imposed by law on wilful apd coiTupt 
perjury. 



TABLE 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




( 16 ' ) 



TABLE OF FEES. 



Table, N° 1. 

A LIST of all FEES to be taken for the Duties to be discharged 
in the Office of Sheriff in Counties at large. 



FOR executing a writ of Capias ad respondendum, Capias 
quo minus, or attachment for contempt, from any court of 
equity : — 

If arrest effected within ten miles of the Sheriffs office 
If more than ten miles from the Sheriff’s office, for 
every mile after the first ten additional, fee per mile of 
For granting a special warrant on any writ of Capias ad 
respondendum. Capias quo mmus, or attachment for 
contempt, at the peril of the person delivering such 
writ, including prepai’ing and taking indemnity 
For taking bail for a defendant arrested under a writ of 
Capias ad respondendum, or Capias quo minus, or 
attachment, preparing and furnishing bail bond, and 
discharging defendant - 

For receiving deposit of sum marked at foot of writ, 
from a defendant arrested, and discharging defendant 
under the provisions of 43 Geo. 3, c. 46, s. 2 - 
For making proclamations of outlawry, returning the 
process with affidavits of the proclamations^ including 
the preparing and swearing such affidavits 

If the Sheriff is required to have such writ or pro- 
clamation served, tlien in addition - - - 

For executing and returning a summons against a peer, 
or person having privilege - - - _ , 

For executing and returning a writ of Distringas against 
same, to compel an appearance _ 

For a summons on any original writ, and returning the 
writ - 

For executing a Chancery replevin, preparing, furnish- 
ing and taking bail bond 

Copy of re-caption witli Sheriff’s signature 

If more tlian one copy required, for each additional 
copy 

For gianting a Sheriff’s replevin, taking bail thereon, 
and preparing and famishing bail bond - 
For issuing a warrant in the nature of a recaption 
For returning a writ of Recordari facias loquelam 

For each person summoned on a Scire facias 

For returning a writ of Venire, witli a panel annexed - 
For returning a grand panel to strike a special jury - 
For executing a writ of Distringas juratores, or Habeas 

corpora, to be paid on delivering the writ ; 

If common jury 
If special jury - - 

For summoning a jury and holding a view pursuant to 
a wiTt of Distringas juratores, a further fee of - 
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For executing and returning writs of inquiry of damages, 
■writs of Elegit capias utlagatum, or other writ requir- 
ing the Sheriff to hold an inquisition, exclusive of 
Twelve shillings to the jury - - - - 

In case either party shall desire to have an 
assessor, his fee to he paid by the party so 
desiring his assistance, or, if both parties 
concur, share and share alike. 

For executing any writ of Capias ad satisfaciendum, 
Fieri facias, Elegit, or other writ where body, goods 
or chattels are taken in execution at the suit of the 

*^For the first One hundred pounds, per pound 
For every pound after the first One hundred 

pounds - - ' " .I ~ ~c 

For executing a writ of Levari, or extent, at the suit of 
the Crown: — ^ ^ 

If by inquisition, exclusive of Twelve smllmgs to 

the jury - - - ’ r ~ 

If by levy on goods, or by arrest, for the first One 

hundred pounds, per pound - 
For every pound after - ‘ T 

For executing a writ of Ilahere facias, Possessionem, 
injunction, writ of restitution, or other writ requir- 
ing possession of lands or premises to he given . 

If the premises shall not be distant more than 

ten miles from the Sheriff’s office - " , . ' ! 

If more than ten miles, for every additional ten 
miles, or fractional part thereof - _ - 

For granting a special warrant to give possession, under 
a writ of Habere, injunction, or writ of restitution, &c. - 
For executing a deed of sale of chattels real sold by the 
Sheriff, provided that no fee be charged for the She- 
riff’s counsel or agent for perusing the deed ; ^ such 
fee be charged, the sheriff to execute the deed without 
any fee - - " 

For executing judgment in dower - 
For executing a writ of Retorn babend T . T 
For granting a warrant on a Capias m a criminal case, 
and preparing and talcing indemruty - " 

For signing a special warrant on a Cml bill decree - 
For taking an Appeal to a Civil bill decree, and certifi- 
cate thereof - “ " " •’ IV,', 

Tor executing a Civil bill ejectment decree, rf required by 
the plaintiff or plaintiffs to be executed by the Sheriff 

If the premises be not more than ten miles distmt 
from Sheriffs office - - " " " 

If more than ten miles, for every additional ten 
miles or fractional part thereof “ " 

For signing a special warrant on a . Civil bill ejectment 
decree - - 

For a search in the Sheriffs office 
For conveying prisoner under a writ of Habeas corpus, 

Foreach*keeper (not exceeding three) ?*o shall be 
actually employed by a Sheriff or Sub Sheriff m the 
custody of goods seized under execution, per day 
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